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Unit III Informative Reading  

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals  

 
Common Core Curriculum Standards for Math and English 

(http://www.corestandards.org/) 
 

RI 9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.   

RI 9-10.2 Determine a central idea of text and analyze its development 

over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 

refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

RI 9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 

events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are 

introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between 

them.  

RI 9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 

in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 

the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g. 

how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper)  

 

21
st

 Century Themes  
( www.21stcenturyskills.org ) 

  x  Global Awareness 
  x  Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
  x  Civic Literacy 
  x  Health Literacy 
  x  Environmental Literacy 
 

21
st

 Century Skills 

Learning and Innovation Skills:  
  x  Creativity and Innovation 
  x  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
  x  Communication and Collaboration 
 
Information, Media and Technology Skills: 
  x  Information Literacy 
  x  Media Literacy 
  x  ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
 
Life and Career Skills: 
  x  Flexibility and Adaptability 
  x  Initiative and Self-Direction 
  x  Social and Cross-Cultural Skills 
  x  Productivity and Accountability 
  x  Leadership and Responsibility 
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RI 9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed 

and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a 

text.  

RI 9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and 

analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or 

purpose.  

RI 9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums 

(e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which 

details are emphasized in each account.   

RI 9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 

text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.   

  

Enduring Understandings: 

Students will understand that . . .  
 

EU 1     the knowledge of sounds, letters, and words will enable them to                                       

             become independent and fluent readers.  
 

EU 2     reading from a variety of sources will foster success in social     
             Settings.    

EU 3     nonfiction and informational texts influence everyday life. 

EU 4     effectively supporting a personal opinion is a form of self- 
             Advocation. 
 

EU 5     when you organize thoughts into clear, concise patterns, you    
             appear more knowledgeable and mature.  

EU 6     prior knowledge and personal experience facilitates  
             comprehension of a variety of written texts. 

 
 

Essential Questions: 

 
EU 1 

 How do I figure out a word I do not know?  

 How do readers construct meaning from text?  

 How do reading newspapers and the Internet help us understand 

and participate in our world?  

EU 2 

 What successful methods exist for presenting ideas clearly? 

 How do nonfiction and/or informational texts (periodicals, 

newspapers, Internet, etc.) influence our everyday lives?  

 How do reading newspapers and the Internet help us understand 

and participate in our world? 
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EU 7     reading from various sources broadens a perspective and leads  
             to a more refined analysis of a subject.  
 
EU 8     reading informational text can be life-saving and/or life-changing. 
 
 
 

EU 3  

 How do nonfiction and/or informational texts (periodicals, 

newspapers, internet, etc.) influence our everyday lives?  

 How do reading newspapers and the Internet help us understand 

and participate in our world?  

 How does reading labels and directions/instructions lead to a 

healthy lifestyle?  

EU 4 

 What successful methods exist for presenting ideas clearly? 

 
EU 5 

 How does the text’s structure help you understand its meaning?  

 What successful methods exist for presenting ideas clearly? 

 How do nonfiction and/or informational texts (periodicals, 

newspapers, internet, etc.) influence our everyday lives?  

 What is the value in recognizing propaganda in advertising? 

EU 6 

 How do readers construct meaning from text?  

 How does the text’s structure help you understand its meaning?  

 How do reading newspapers and the internet help us understand 

and participate in our world? 

EU 7 

 What is the value in recognizing propaganda in advertising? 

EU 8  

 How does reading labels and directions/instructions lead to a 

healthy lifestyle ?  
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Knowledge: 
Students will know . . .  

 
EU 1 

 the different types of nonfiction/informational text.  

 that using words powerfully will develop meaning.  

EU  2 

 how to cite examples from a text and use examples for 

persuasion. 

 

 how to access informational text and utilize it appropriately to be 

successful in life. 

EU 3 

 the different types of nonfiction/informational text. 

 how to access informational text and utilize it appropriately to be 

successful in life.  

EU 4 

 the elements of a persuasive argument.  

 how to cite examples from a text and use examples for 

persuasion. 

 that using words powerfully will develop meaning. 

EU 5 

 the elements of a persuasive argument. 

 how to cite examples from a text and use examples for 

persuasion. 

 that using words powerfully will develop meaning. 

 the different types of advertising (TV, magazine, sale, etc.) 

EU 6 

 how to cite examples from a text and use examples for persuasion 

 how to access informational text and utilize it appropriately to be 

successful in life. 

Skills: 
Students will be able to . . .  
 
EU 1 

 read nonfiction/informational text for comprehension and support.  

EU 2 

 evaluate nonfiction/informational text for useful connection.  

 read nonfiction/informational text for comprehension and support.  

 develop and support an opinion to successfully advocate a 

position.  

 
EU 3 

 generate/collect information from various resources to support an 

opinion on an issue.  

 evaluate nonfiction/informational text for useful connection. 

 read nonfiction/informational text for comprehension and support.  

 
EU 4 

 generate/collect information from various resources to support an 

opinion on an issue.  

 identify an issue presented in the readings and evaluate its 

validity.  

 develop and support an opinion to successfully advocate a 

position.  

 
EU 5 

 generate/collect information from various resources to support an 

opinion on an issue.  

 identify an issue presented in the readings and evaluate its 

validity.  

 develop and support an opinion to successfully advocate a 

position. 
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EU 7  

 the different types of advertising (TV, magazine, sales, etc.). 

EU 8 

 nutritional information of food products and menus. 

 

 

EU 6 

 evaluate nonfiction/informational text for useful connection. 

 develop and support an opinion to successfully advocate a 

position.  

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Recommended Performance Tasks:  

1. Students will create a persuasive writing defending a position on an issue that was presented in one of the readings.  Use examples from the 
readings as proof and support for your stance/opinion.  Present position to an audience and analyze performance afterwards.  

2. Given a controversial issue, students will actively debate a topic supporting a position with organized, appropriate details from various 

resources.  

3. Students will identify and compile a list of unfamiliar words from the texts.  Using the list, use each word in a sentence and find a picture to 

illustrate the word. 

4. Students will create a weekly shopping list including food, medical supplies, and household products based on research found in:  nutrition 

information on labels, advertising, ingredients, and warnings.   

5. Students will create a biography of a well-known person based on information from various resources.  The research will then be supported by 

evidence.   

 

Other Recommended Evidence: Tests, Quizzes, Prompts, Self-assessment, Observations, Dialogues, etc. 

 Test and quizzes to check for reading comprehension  

 Responses on writing prompts  

 Criteria for success to allow for self-assessment  

 Peer editing  

 Dialogues/Discussions that prompt debates focused around readings  

 Rubrics for research, writing, and debates 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Suggested Learning Activities to Include Differentiated Instruction and Interdisciplinary Connections:  Consider the WHERETO elements.  
Each learning activity listed must be accompanied by a learning goal of A= Acquiring basic knowledge and skills, M= Making meaning and/or a T= 
Transfer. 

 

 Contextual vocabulary building activities (A) 

 Pose critical thinking questions throughout the reading (A) 

 Review examples and non-examples of persuasive essays (A) 

 Read informational texts, nonfiction texts, historical, and biographical texts (A)  

 Skim through readings to choose examples that support the positive and negative of an opinion- scaffold skill through the use of a partner as 
well (A,M)  

 Read newspaper articles on everyday issues (A,M)  

 Internet workshop: researching various issues that have been presented in readings (A,M)  

 Create a T chart to brainstorm various perspectives of an argument to find the stronger argument (M) 

 Respond to debatable writing prompts that focus around readings (M)   

 Respond to discussions questions promoting critical thinking (M) 

 Practice and become familiar with everyday texts including brochures, instructions, menus, job applications, emails, financial paperwork, 
federal paperwork, etc (A, M, T) 

 Skim through readings independently to choose examples that support the positive and negative of an opinion (T)   

 Interactive Techniques: 
a. Create a bumper sticker that represents the author’s slogan (M) 
b. Create a profile page (Myspace, facebook) of a researched individual (T) 

 Email a community member or politician about an issue (T)  

 Think/pair/share for scaffolding on graphic organizers (T) 

 Participate in an online blog (T) 
 
 
 
 
 

 


